KmriMy Bows Out for 1976 


Cites Dufy to Family 

By William Clailrarne^ 

Washington Post StaffWriter 

BOSTON, Sept 23— Sen. Edward »L 
Kennedy (D-Mass.) announced today that 
he would not be a presidential candidate 
in 1976. 

' “There is absolutely no circumstance or 
event that will alter the decision,” Ken- 
nedy told a news conference here. He 
said he would not accept a draft in 1976 
and would oppose any effort to place 
his name in nomination at the Demo- 
cratic National .Convention. 

Kennedy’s decision leaves the contest 
for the Democratic nomination wide ' 
open, with three senators already build- 
ing campaign organizations , and travel- 
ing to test their appeal to voters: They 
are Sens. Walter F. Mondale of Minne- 
sota, Henry M. Jackson of Washington 
and Lloyd M. Bensten Jr. of Texas. 

Each will presumably seek Kennedy’s 
support, but he did not make any state 
ment that could be interpreted as an 
endorsement. 

Kennedy decided nearly a month ago 
that he would not seek the presidency 
in 1976, according to a close adviser to 
. whom he revealed the decision. 

Kennedy announced today that he 
wouldn’t run, this adviser said, in order 
to put behind him all the questions about 
his political future that were plaguing 
him at every turn when he traveled for 
Democratic candidates. 

With his impressive leads in public 
opinion polls, it had been widely as- 
See KENNEDY, A6, CoL 1 


Ticket Up for Grabs 

By Jules Witcove^ and^Richarcl M. Cohen 

Washington Post Stiff Writers 

Sen. Edward M. Kennedy’s sudden 
withdrawal from 1976 presidential con- 
tention not only throws the Democratic 
nomination up for .grabs, party leaders 
agreed yesterday, but also sets the stage 
for a dramatic, multi-ballot "brokered” - 
convention. ./,■■■ 

- Kennedy was the only prospective 1976 
aspirant who appeared to have a chance 
to win the Democratic nomination on the 
-first ballot, these leaders said, especially 
under new party rules for delegate selec- 
tion that bar winner-take-all state pri- 
maries and caucuses. 

“This will be the first convention bro- 
• kered imthe name of reform,” said a poli- 
tical, adviser to Sen. Walter F. Mondale 
(D-Minn), one of the hopefuls who is 
expected to benefit among party liberals 
as a result of Kennedy’s decision. 

But Mondale was only one of at least 
three Democrats listed by party leaders 
yesterday as likely beneficiaries of Ken- 
nedy’s decision. 

Although he is considered to the right 
of Kennedy on .the political spectrum, 
Sen. Henry M. (Scoop) Jackson (D-Wash.) 
will be; helped by the Kennedy pullout . 
because it will give him a clearer field in 
the fight for support of organized labor, 
most Democratic politicians agreed. 

AFL-CTO President George Meany and 
Alexander Barkan, director of the AFL- 
CIO Committee on Political Education, 
“both would rather have Scoop than 
See IMPACT, A6, Col. 6 


Kennedy Exit Precipitates 
Scramble for ’76 Nomination 


Teddy,” a high ranking Dem 
ocratic National Committei 
‘ official said yesterday, “bu 


back the challenge of for- The 1972 
met Republican Gov. James standard-bearer, 
A. Rhodes; and former as- George McGove: 
tronaut John Glenn, odds-on South Dakota 
favorite to win a Senate seat campaigning for 


fectly happy with Teddy if The Kennedy with; 
he had become the nominee. also is expected to in 
Teddy’s withdrawal makes it' the prospects that twc 
easier now to pull labor for Democrats already i 
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sumed in the party that the 
nomination was Kennedy’s 
for the asking. However, 
some party leaders had 
been sensitive to the fact 
that as long as Kennedy 
withheld his decision, it 
would make it more diffi- 
cult for other candidates to 
develop. 

Although Kennedy said 
his decision is applicable 
for “any foreseeable fu- 
ture,” his responses to ques- 
tions appeared to leave the 
door open to a candidacy in 
1980, when he will be 48, 
still young by presidential 
standards. - 

Alluding to the assassina- 
tions of his older brothers. 
President John F. Kennedy 
and Sen. Robert F. Ken- 
nedy, Kennedy said, “I’ve 
seen in my , own family 


purpose to plan beyond the 
immediate future.” 

He said he plans to be a 
candidate for re-election to 
the Senate in 1976, and in 
the meantime will remain 
active in the party. 

While tacitly acknowledg- 
ing that he may not be able 
to remove himself from: 
speculation about the 1976 
/nomination, Kennedy re- 
peatedly attempted to un- 
derscore the finality of his 
^decision to withdraw as a 
/candidate. 

On the verge of exaspera- 


tmn at one , point, he said, “i 
said it. I can’t find words in 
the English : language that 
are more clear.”. 

Later, when asked if he 
could envision any state of 
affairs in national politics 
that would make him 
change his mind, Kennedy 
momentarily glanced in the 
direction of his wife, Joan, 
and said, “No. I must say I 
would not . . . there are no 
circumstances.” 

Kennedy said his decision 
was based solely on personal 
considerations involving his 
family. 

“From the campaigns of 
my brothers before me I 
know that seeking the na- 
tion’s highest office de- 
mands a candidate’s undi- 
vided attention and his 
deepest personal commit- 
ment. If any candidate is un- 
able to make that commit- 
ment, he does a disservice to 
his country and to his party 
by undertaking the effort,” 
Kennedy said. ^ 

“My primary responsibili- 
ties are at thome. It has be- 
come quite apparent to me 
that I would be unable to 
make a full commitment to 
a campaign for the presi- 
dency. I simply cannot do 
that to my wife and children 
and other members of my 
family,” Kennedy declared. 

Seated beside him in a 
crowded — and occasionally 
boisterous— news confer- 




Chappaquu 


raised” in his candidacy, but 
he said he was prepared to 
address the questions, 
squarely. 

, Referring to a coroner’s 
inquiry following the acci- 
dent, Kennedy said, “These 
questions asked of me would 
be asked of me in other 
parts of the country. 

“I can live with my testi- 


campaigning this fall, but he 
indicated it would be lim- 
ited to a relatively few com- 
mitments he has already 

Kennedy denied that he 
felt any pressure on the part 
of the Democratic organiza- 
tion to announce his with- 
drawal now., Repeatedly 
over the past year, he has 


paign now, in the face of in- 
creased, reluctance of donors 
to make campaign gifts as a i 
result of the aftereffects ci 
Watergate. { 

While denying 1 , that party- 
leaders had pressured him 
to announce his intentions, 
Kennedy conceded that af- 
ter this fall’s congressional 
races, “there would, per- 


scale campaign that would 
have been required. 

He called David Burke, 
his one-time Senate adminis- 
trative aide and longtime 
personal political adviser, to 
Cape Cod and 1 for several 
hours Burke, who agreed 
that Kennedy should not 
run, played devil’s advocate, 


mony. Although this tragedy 
is a deep personal tragedy, 
one that I accept full re- 
sponsibility for ... I can 
live with my testimony,” 
Kennedy added. 


said he would announce his 
intentions by mid-1975, al- 
though during a political 
trip to California last week- , 
end, he said an announce- 
ment would come sooner. 


haps, have been more inten- 
sive pressure.” 

Washington Post staff 
writer Jules Witcover re- 
ported that Kennedy con- 
cluded in late August that 


laying out the considera- 
tions, pro and con, of his de- 

The decision made, only 
the matter of timing re- 


in spite of his decision Facing an incumbent his family responsibilities — mained. Kennedy said pri- 


against making the 1976 
race, Kennedy said, he will 
respond in the future \ to 
newsmen’s questions about 


President, Democratic strat- 
egists have noted that any 
aspiring challenger should 
begin organizing his cam- 


especially the hospitaliza- 
tions of his son and wife — 
would not permit him to un- 
dertake the kind of full- 


vately he wanted, to make a 
statement as soon as it was 
prudently possible. 




